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In response to the Office Action dated March 1 3, 2001 , Applicant 
hereby elects Group 1 which includes claims 37-45, drawn to a hand-held 
electric sealer, for prosecution in the subject application. 

With respect to the requirement to elect a single disclosed species 
for prosecution on the merits, Applicant traverses this requirement and 
respectfully submits that the application does not contain claims directed to the 
distinct species listed in paragraph 5 of the Office Action. Specifically, the 
elected claims 37-45 include two independent claims. The first independent 
claim, claim 37, recites a sealer having a heating unit in the pressbar. The 
second independent claim, claim 44, recites a sealer having a heating unit. The 
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sealer of claim 44 is generic as to the location of the heating unit. Moreover, 
both claims 37 and 44 are generic as to sub-species A1 through A8. 
Accordingly, Applicant requests withdrawal of the species and sub-species 
election requirement. 



During a telephone interview with Examiner Quang Van on April 



1 1 , 2001 , Kathy Mojibi discussed Applicant's position regarding the species and 
sub-species election requirement with Examiner Van. After reviewing claims 37 
and 44, Examiner Van indicated that the species and sub-species election 
requirement would be withdrawn. Applicant was informed that to provide a 
responsive reply to the Office Action, it would sufficient to make an election as 
to Group 1 and traverse the species and sub-species election requirement, in 
view of the fact that the species and sub-species election requirement would be 
withdrawn. 

Applicant reserves the right to file a divisional application covering 
the non-elected subject matter. 

If there are any issues which can best be addressed by telephone, 
the Examiner is asked to contact Applicant's attorney at the number listed 
below. 



JEFFER, MANGELS, BUTLER & MARMARO LLP 
Tenth Floor 

2121 Avenue of the Stars 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Tel: (310) 203-8080 



Respectfully submitted, 



April 11, 2001 
Date 
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